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1. Introduction     
 

As the famous saying “काणादं पा�णनीय�च सव�शा��ोपकारकम”् demonstrates that         
Nyāyaśāstraṁ and Vyākaraṇaśāstraṁ were considered the most important and useful in           
understanding the concepts of other Indian Śāstras. The Nyāya philosophy was founded by             
the great sage Gautama who was also known as Akṣapāda. Accordingly, the Nyāya is also               
known as the Akṣapāda system. This philosophy is primarily concerned with the conditions             
of correct thinking and the means of acquiring a true knowledge of reality. It is very useful in                  
developing the powers of logical thinking and rigorous criticism in its students. 

In this course the fundamental concepts of Nyāyaśāstraṁ from the prakaraṇa           
granthas would be introduced to the students. 
 
 

2. Course Objectives  
 

● To introduce fundamental concepts of Nyāya philosophy to the students. 
● To encourage a deeper understanding of metaphysical and epistemological 

concepts of Navya Nyāya school through arguments and counter arguments. 
 

3. Course Outcome 
 

● Students will get a sufficient overview on metaphysics and epistemology of           
Nyaya Philosophy. 

● Students will get a limited exposure to the navya nyaya way of            



argumentation which has been used widely in other Sastric texts. 
 

 

4. Pre-requisites  
To take this course the students must have either good understanding of            

Tarkasaṁgrahadīpikā or completed at least a foundation course in Indian          
Philosophy. As this course is based on a Sanskrit text, a good level of Sanskrit               
proficiency is appreciated.  
 

5. Readings  
● Nyāyasiddhāntamuktāvalī with Dinakarī, by Viśvanāthapañchānana 

Bhattācārya, commentary by Dinakarabhatta, ed. by Pandit Harirāma Śukla 
Śāstrī, Chaukhamba Sanskrit Sansthan, Varanasi, 1989 pp 1 - 237 

● Nyāyasiddhāntamuktāvalī with Kiranāvalī, by Viśvanāthapañchānana 
Bhattācārya, commented by Pt. Śri Kṛṣṇavallabhācārya, ed. by Sri Nārāyaṇa 
Śāstrī and Śri Śvetavaikunṭha  Śāstrī, Chaukhamba Sanskrit Sansthan, 
Varanasi, 1995. 

● Bhāṣa Pariccheda  with Siddhānta Muktāvalī, translated by Swami 
Mādhavānanda, Advaita Ashrama, Kolkata, 2004 

 

6. Module-wise topics  
 
Module 1 :  Padāārthanirūūpaṇṇaṁ ṁ  - (10 sessions) 

● Introduction of the text 
● Maṅṅgalavāāda 
● ĪśĪśvarāānumanaṁṁ 
● Classification of  Padāārthas 
● Jāātibāādhakasaṁṁgrahaḥḥ 
● Samavāāyanirūūpaṇṇaṁṁ 
● Discussions on Abhāāva 

 
Module 2 : Sāādharmyanirūūpaṇṇaṁ ṁ  (8 sessions) 

● Sāādharmyaṃṃ among Padāārthas 
● Discussions on Pāārimāāṇḍṇḍalyaṁṁ 
● Kāāraṇṇaṃṃ and its types 
● Discussions on Anyathāāsiddhiḥḥ 
● Sāādharmyaṃṃ of ĀĀkāśāśa and ĀĀtmāā 

 
Module 3 :  Bhūūtanaṁṁ Nirūūpaṇṇaṁ ṁ  (12 sessions) 

● Definition of pṛṛthvi 
● Avayavasiddhiḥḥ and Paramāāṇṇusāādhanaṁṁ 



● ŚŚarīīrendriyanirūūpaṇṇaṁṁ  
● Jalanirūūpaṇṇaṁṁ 
● Tejonirūūpaṇṇaṁṁ  
● Vāāyunirūūpaṇṇaṁṁ 

 
Module 4 : ĀĀtmaprakaraṇṇaṁ ṁ   (12 sessions) 

● ĀĀkāśāśanumāānaṁṁ 
● Definitions: Kāāla, Dik and ĀĀtmāā 
● Discussions on ĀĀtmāā 
● ŚŚarīīrāātmavāādakhaṇḍṇḍanaṁṁ 
● Kṣṣaṇṇikajñāānāātmavāādakhaṇḍṇḍanaṁṁ 
●  Nityajñāānāātmavāādakhaṇḍṇḍanaṁṁ 
● Sāāṅṅkhyamatakhaṇḍṇḍanaṁṁ 

 
 Module 5 : Pratyakṣṣanirūūpaṇṇaṁ ṁ   (10 sessions) 

● Pratyakṣṣalakṣṣaṇṇaṁṁ 
● Pratyakṣṣaprayojakāāni 
● Jñāānasāāmāānyakāāraṇṇatvavicāāraḥḥ 
● Nirvikalpakavicāāraḥḥ 
● Yogyāānupalabdhiḥḥ 
● Alaukikasannikarṣṣaḥḥ 

 
Module 6 :  Other Pramāāṇṇas    (10 sessions) 

● Kāārikāās of Anumāānaprakaraṇṇaṁṁ 
● Kāārikāās of Upamāānaprakaraṇṇaṁṁ 
● Kāārikāās of ŚŚabdaprakaraṇṇaṁṁ 

6.     Pedagogy  
This course will mostly consist of lectures based on the reading material. Some             

multimedia components are also included. The student is expected to participate actively in             
class.  

7.     Evaluation Pattern 
Given below is the evaluation pattern. 

End-Sem exam -  40% 
Mid-Sem exam -  25% 
Module Assignment -  20% 
Class Participation -  15% 

Total - 100 % 
Module assignments will be given in class by the teacher at the end of each module.  

 

 


