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1. Introduction

The soul of Paninian grammar (vyakarana) is in the derivational methods

(prakriyas) codified into aphoristic (sttra-style) rules in Panini's Astadhyayi.
These rules have been ordered in a particular way, which is in fact the key to its
long-lasting centrality to the tradition of studying Sanskrit grammar.

As Professor Pushpa Dikshit writes in her introduction to the Navya-Siddhanta-
Kaumudr:
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“(The soul of) Panini is (in) the krama (the order of stitras in the Astadhyayi) alone.
The krama is the fruit of (Panini’s) penance. To destroy the krama is the greatest

destruction, but one who studies vyakarana (properly) does not face this

problem.”

There are presently two popular methods of studying Paninian grammar. One

method is to study the sutras and their meanings directly from Panini’s
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Astadhyayi, in the order they are given. The sutras in the Astadhyayi, arranged

according to their anuvrttis (repetition or recurrence of words from previous
rules), have been placed in a logical order. The adhikaras (governing rules),

anuvrttis, and the knowledge of the order of the sitras are the life of the
Astadhyayi. Studying and understanding these from the Astadhyayi directly will

make the inner workings of the Astadhyayi clear, but it is very difficult to gain

access to the technique of prakriya (the process of the etymological formation of
words) in this way.

The second method of studying Paninian grammar is the prakriya method.
Prakriya texts primarily put forth the “application” of the Astadhyayr’s sutras

(rather than maintaining the original order of the Astadhyayi). For the sake of this

application, all the sutras that are required in a particular process are brought into
play there itself. By doing this, the original order and arrangement of the siitras in

the Astadhyayi is broken. Hence, students of the prakriya texts are unable to

understand the essence of the governing rules (adhikara-sutras). It is for this
reason that even after putting in a tremendous amount of effort, while these
students are able to form words, they do not understand why they are able to form
these words.

Thus a method that explains the system of Panini’s Astadhyayi clearly and gives

not only one application of each siitra in a particular prakriya, but also the
application of that siitra in all contexts at once in a repetitive way is an absolute
necessity. It is this method that Professor Pushpa Dikshit has presented in her

Paniniya Pauspi Prakriya, using which a student may absorb the entire

Astadhyayi in six months.

2. Course Objectives

e To understand the place of vyakarana in the overall scheme of Indic Knowledge

Traditions.

e To familiarize students with the process of prakriya in Paninian grammar.

e To understand the derivational method for four tenses and moods (lakaras) of

Sanskrit — lat (present tense), lot (imperative mood), lan (past tense before

today), and vidhilin (optative mood) — with all required sttras.

e To understand the derivational method for the sarvadhatuka krt pratyayas.
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» To gain an appreciation for the usefulness of knowing derivations in being able
to understand and interpret Sanskrit texts more deeply.

3. Learning outcomes.
1. Students will gain an appreciation for Panini's metalinguistic code

2. Students will learn how to derive verbal forms for lat, lot, lan and vidhilin for all
verbal roots ever (semester 1) and all other verbal derivations by semester 2

3. Students will be equipped to study the rest of the Ashtadhyayi

4. Students will gain deeper access to all Sanskrit texts as Vyakarana is the
foundational discipline on which all other disciplines are built

4. Pre-requisites

The student must have familiarity and comfort with the Sanskrit alphabet and
Devanagari script.

5. Readings

* Dikshit, Pushpa. Astadhyayi Sahajabodha - A Modern & Scientific Explanation To
Panini’s Astadhyayi, Volume I: Tinanta Prakaranam - Sarvadhatuka Lakara.

Pratibha Prakashan: New Delhi, 2016.

* Panini. Ed. Pushpa Dikshit. Astadhyayi-sutrapatha. Samskrita Bharati: New Delhi,
2010.

* Panini. Ed. Pushpa Dikshit. Prakriyanusari Paniniya-dhatupatha. Samskrita
Bharati: New Delhi, 2010.

Dikshit, Pushpa. Astadhyayt Sahajabodha - A Modern & Scientific Explanation To
Panini’s Astadhyayi, Volume III: Krdanta Prakaranam. Pratibha Prakashan: New

Delhi, 2016.

Dikshit, Pushpa. Tinkrtkosah Prathamah: Sarvadhatukakhandah. Samskrita
Bharati: New Delhi, 2010.

Dikshit, Pushpa. Dhatvadhikariyam Samanyam Angakaryam. Jnanabharati
Publications: New Delhi, 2017.

Cardona, George. Panini, His Work and Its Traditions: Background and
Introduction. Vol. 1. Motilal Banarsidass, 1988.

Handouts throughout the course, made by the course instructor.
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6. Module-wise topics

Module 1 - Introduction to Sanskrit Grammar (3 sessions)

e What is vyakarana?
e Definition
e Origins and its relationship to the Veda
e Scope
e Purpose
« Panini
e How does it work?
e What s a siitra
e Mahes$vara-sutras

e Pratyaharas
Readings

Cardona, George. Panini, His Work and Its Traditions: Background and
Introduction. Vol. 1. Motilal Banarsidass, 1988. Pg. 1-7.

Dikshit, Pushpa. Astadhyayi Sahajabodha - A Modern & Scientific Explanation To

Panini’s Astadhyayi, Volume I: Tinanta Prakaranam - Sarvadhatuka Lakara.
Pratibha Prakashan: New Delhi, 2016. Pg. V-XIV.

Module 2 - The alphabet and initial technical terms (samjia) (3

Sessions)
e Lecture 1

e Sthana and prayatna — locations and efforts of Sanskrit
pronunciation within the apparatus of pronunciation: the mouth,
throat, and lungs

e Different forms of vowels by length, tone, and nasalization
e Lecture 2

e Introduction to the Astadhyayi

e Stitra

e Anuvrtti



Paniniya Pauspi Prakriya I Page |5

e Prakarana
e Adhyaya
e Conceptual map of the Astadhyayi
e Lecture 3
e Prakrti and pratyaya
e Dhatu-samjia
e It-samjiia: the it-marker
e The concept of a varttika

Readings

Panini. Ed. Pushpa Dikshit. Astadhyayi-siitrapatha. Samskrita Bharati: New Delhi,
2010. Introduction.

Dikshit, Pushpa. Astadhyayt Sahajabodha - A Modern & Scientific Explanation To

Panini’s Astadhyayi, Volume I: Tinanta Prakaranam - Sarvadhatuka Lakara.
Pratibha Prakashan: New Delhi, 2016. Pg. 1-24.

Module 3 - Preliminary universal prakriya (3 Sessions)
e Lecture 4

e Satvadi catvari karyani — 4 initial operations on dhatus starting

with “satva”
e Map of pratyayas that can attach to dhatus
e Lecture 5
e Lakara-vidhanam — the application of a lakara (tense/mood)

e Map of the lakaras and their meanings, difference between
sarvadhatuka and ardhadhatuka lakaras

e Lat — present tense

e Lot — imperative mood
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e Lan — past tense before today
» Vidhilin — optative mood
e Lecture 6

 Pratyaya-vidhanam — insertion of 18 tin-pratyayas in place of each
lakara

Readings

Dikshit, Pushpa. Astadhyayi Sahajabodha - A Modern & Scientific Explanation To

Panini’s Astadhyayi, Volume I: Tihanta Prakaranam - Sarvadhatuka Lakara.
Pratibha Prakashan: New Delhi, 2016. Pg. 61-87.

Module 4 - Entering into Sarvadhatuka Prakriya:
Pancopangani — The Five (Sarvadhatuka) Upangas (10 Sessions)

e Lecture 7 and 8
* First Upanga — Vikarana
e Introduction to the nuances of the Dhatupatha

e Panini’s original Dhatupatha, and Professor Pushpa Dikshit’s

reordering of it

» The need for ganas (classes) in the Dhatupatha
e Lecture 9 and 10
e Second Upanga — Pratyayades$a
e For lat, lot, lan, and vidhilin, the sarvadhatuka lakaras
e Lecture 11 and 12
e Third Upanga — Dhatvadesa
e Principle of samanya and viSesa (general and specific) rules

e The advantage of learning specific rules first, then general
rules



Paniniya Pauspi Prakriya I Page | 7

e Panini’s inclusive codification
» The difference between specific rules and exceptions
e Lecture 13
e Fourth Upanga — Atidesa

e The three margas (pathways) for combining dhatus and
pratyayas

» Learning how to recognize a pratyaya and its marga
e Lecture 14 — 16
« Fifth Upanga — Dvitva/Abhyasa-karya
Readings

Dikshit, Pushpa. Astadhyayi Sahajabodha - A Modern & Scientific Explanation To

Panini’s Astadhyayi, Volume I: Tihanta Prakaranam - Sarvadhatuka Lakara.
Pratibha Prakashan: New Delhi, 2016. Pg. 188-217.

Module 5 - Angakarya: Operations on the verbal stem (17

Sessions)
e Lecture 17 — 19

 The six gatekeeper angakarya siitras and how to use them
e Lecture 20 — 21

» Some visesa (specific) sarvadhatuka angakarya for specific dhatus
e Lecture 22

 The division of vowel-ending angas by ending vowel

 The division of consonant-ending angas by penultimate vowel

e The concept of Sesa (remainder)

e Lecture 23-27

» Ending vowel-specific angakarya
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 angakarya for angas that are i-varnanta (ending with i), u-
varnanta (ending with u), r-karanta (ending with r), r-karanta
(ending with 1), ejanta (ending with e, o, ai, au)
e Lecture 28 to 33
» Ending consonant-specific angakarya
» angakarya for angas that are idupadha (have penultimate i),

udupadha (have penultimate u), rdupadha (have penultimate

r), and rdupadha (have penultimate r)

e angakarya for angas that are samprasarani (undergo

samprasarana), anidit (have penultimate n without being idit),

and anunasikanta (ending in a nasal)

Readings

Dikshit, Pushpa. Astadhyayt Sahajabodha - A Modern & Scientific Explanation To

Panini’s Astadhyayi, Volume I: Tinanta Prakaranam - Sarvadhatuka Lakara.
Pratibha Prakashan: New Delhi, 2016. Pg. 218-248.

Module 6 - Sandhi: Operations on letters (12 Sessions)
e Lecture 34
e Principles of sandhi

» Difference between sandhi and angakarya

e Lecture 35 — 37
e ac-sandhi (sandhi between vowels)
e Lecture 38 — 45
e hal-sandhi (sandhi between consonants) in the context of prakriya
 Sandhi for all consonants when followed by s
 Sandhi for all consonants when followed by t/th

 Sandhi for all consonants when followed by dh
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e Sandhi for all consonants when followed by m/v
Readings

Dikshit, Pushpa. Astadhyayi Sahajabodha - A Modern & Scientific Explanation To

Panini’s Astadhyayi, Volume I: Tinanta Prakaranam - Sarvadhatuka Lakara.
Pratibha Prakashan: New Delhi, 2016. Pg. 25-60.

7. Pedagogy

This course is based entirely upon learning the siitras of Panini. It is lecture-based,

but each lecture will be followed by a significant amount of practice that needs to
be carried out by the student on his own in order to master the principles taught
in class. Therefore, assignments are at the core of the evaluation for this course.
The continuous solicitation of feedback in the form of question-answer sessions is
a traditional method of teaching, which will be utilized constantly in this course,
and will be one of two ways by which the ongoing evaluation of students’
understanding will be carried out, the other being in-class quizzes. The course
concludes with an end-semester exam, putting together everything the student
learns throughout the course.

8. Evaluation Pattern

e Assignments - 40%
e (lass participation - 10%
e Quizzes - 20%

e End-term exam - 30%



